Guideline for a short paper
SOC 3010
Fall 2018


Please select one of the following topics in social inequality. The area of topic you have selected will be the main topic for a short paper, but please note that two or more topics are often mixed each other.
· Class inequality
· Gender inequality
· Racial and ethnic inequality
· Occupational inequality
· Health disparities
· Segregation or neighborhoods inequality
· Other topics related to social inequality


1. Please find two articles from a newspaper or magazine for the selected topic (see examples). You will need to confirm the selected two article with me by Oct 17th (Wed). Simply send me your topic and articles and I’ll get back to you with comments.

2. Please write a summary for the articles (1-2 pages for each article). The summary should include 1) a statement of the main question(s) in the articles; 2) statements of the conclusions; and 3) a summary for supporting evidence for the conclusions (figures, tables, or theories)

3. Please state 1) whether the articles support the power of individual initiative or the power of class and 2) why you think so. (3-4 sentences)

4. Please present if you are agree/disagree with the conclusions of the articles and why/why not. (1 - 2 paragraphs)

5. Please summarize at least three articles that support the power of individual initiative within the area you have selected. (3 sentences or more for each article; evidence from either readings or the outside of the class; no personal experience please)

6. Please summarize at least three articles that support the power of class within the area you have selected. (3 sentences or more for each article; evidence from either readings or the outside of the class; no personal experience please)

7. Based on your own perspectives (i.e., either individual initiative, social class, or middle of them), please critically review articles listed in Q.5 and Q.6. For example, if you are leaning toward individual initiative, you can criticize the articles for the power of class (e.g., Q5). If you are with the power of class, you can criticize articles for the power of individual initiative (e.g., Q6). If you are in the middle of both sides, you need provide why you don’t totally agree with both positions (e.g., Q5 and Q6). (1 – 2 paragraphs)

8. Please summarize the major theories, hypothesis in the selected area (e.g., please discuss with me if unclear). (2-3 paragraphs)

9. Please provide potential ways to reduce or minimize social inequality in the area you’ve selected and their feasibility from the readings, articles, or your own thoughts. (1-2 paragraphs)


Once you have completed to answer for the questions above, please organize your answers as a completed short essay. This means that you will delete all questions from your writings and reorganize answers your own. Please try to include all components you’ve answered above in the paper. Your initial draft will be most likely exceed 1,500 words – it is normal situation. Instead of addressing two articles in a separate way, please combine them as one components; you will reduce a great amount of redundancy simply by re-organizing the structure of the draft.

A short paper may not exceed 1,500 words (e.g., approximately five to six double-spaced typed pages including title, essay, and references) with 1,250 words minimum. All pages must be typed, double-spaced (including title, text, and references), and text must be in 12-point Time Roman. You must also include margins of 1 inches on all the four sides and number all pages sequentially.

[bookmark: _GoBack]An outline for your short paper (a topic and related two articles) will be due on Wednesday, Oct 17th. The full paper will be due on Wednesday, Nov 28th. Please submit the paper to Canvas before the due date. Your electronic submissions may be tested with a plagiarism screening program. Late submissions will have 10% of the project grade deducted for each hour they are late.



For bibliographical formatting, see Tips for ASA style at
http://www.asanet.org/documents/teaching/pdfs/Quick_Tips_for_ASA_Style.pdf. 



Examples of articles

https://www.economist.com/united-states/2017/01/07/inequality-or-middle-incomes-which-matters-more
https://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2016-02-16/the-costs-of-inequality-education-is-the-key-to-it-all
https://www.usnews.com/news/education-news/articles/2018-05-28/income-inequality-exacerbates-the-achievement-gap
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/08/property-taxes-and-unequal-schools/497333/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/nov/21/english-class-system-shaped-in-schools
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/28/opinion/sunday/the-good-news-about-educational-inequality.html
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/may/03/choice-inequality-education-system-social-segregation
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/03/31/upshot/income-inequality-its-also-bad-for-your-health.html
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2016/02/money-quality-health-care-longer-life/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/01/health-care-income-inequality-premiums-deductibles-costs/550997/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2017/01/18/upshot/some-colleges-have-more-students-from-the-top-1-percent-than-the-bottom-60.html
http://freakonomics.com/podcast/the-true-story-of-the-gender-pay-gap-a-new-freakonomics-radio-podcast/
http://content.time.com/time/business/article/0,8599,2015274,00.html
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-09-10/young-childless-women-earn-more-than-men-fact-check/5712770


